MY YEARS ON THE STAGE
"I am for other than dancing measures," he said, quoting from As You Like It.
I sat on the porch with him in the bright moonlight. He talked of the dancers and he thought them rather silly, but his comments were not caustic and not nearly so sharp as his descriptions of his characters in his books.
One night at dinner I was rather taken aback by W. S. Gilbert. I told him that I had known, learned and loved his "Bab Ballads."
"Oh, they're juvenile indiscretions," he said in a rather incisive way which seemed to pooh-pooh my estimate of the work.
He surprised me still more when he told me that his best work was his serious plays, The Wicked World and Charity. I had played in Charity in the seventies with the Fifth Avenue Company, and of the players only Fanny Davenport liked the play at all.at we attended in London, and Hardy wrote a very charming rhymed address that Ada Rehan read at a benefit for the Actors' Dramatic Fund.
